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2021 has certainly been a year of change here at St Aidan’s.  Yet, despite the many changes, there 

remains a strong sense of stability and the familiar.  This is testament to the strong foundations we 

enjoy and the determination and dedication of many individuals.  We have much to be grateful for. 

We noted last year that 2020 was the year of COVID.  Unfortunately, its tail has been a long one and 

2021 has continued to see many impacts across all facets of life, including life here at St Aidan’s.  We 

know now that the impacts will continue well into 2022 and beyond.   The Government’s recently 

announced COVID Response Framework will have impacts on how we come together as a 

community for the foreseeable future.  The nature of those impacts on Church life are yet to be 

determined and will require careful discernment by those charged to make the necessary decisions.  

But before we concern ourselves about the future, there is much to acknowledge and celebrate in 

the year just gone. 

Staff 

We started the year with Glen’s final service on 10 January before he, Sarah and the family departed 

for their new ministry in Blenheim.  As Wardens we were very happy when Bishop Ross made the 

decision to appoint Louise as Priest in Charge during the interregnum giving us as a Parish much-

needed stability during this period.  Louise fulfilled the role with aplomb picking up the additional 

workload that invariably comes with a two-clergy parish while maintaining her attention to detail 

and empathetic pastoral care.  Of course, Glen’ s departure meant the loss of Sarah as well and 

Louise ensured Kid’s Church never missed out with materials always prepared and facilitated a 

volunteer group to keep Mainly Music going. 

It is great that Louise has since been able to bring Isabelle Hoskyn and Victoria White on to staff to 

lead Kids Church and Mainly Music respectively.  Each has brought considerable enthusiasm and 

passion for their role that is appreciated by the children and parents alike. 

The highlight of the staffing year was the induction of Louise as our new Vicar on 20 June.  Louise’s 

appointment followed a thorough process that commenced with the Parish consultation session in 

February.  Thank you to all of the nominators, particularly the Parish representatives, John Priestley, 

Juli Mercer, and Celia Finn for all the time you committed to the process and your careful 

discernment to make an appointment that reflected the identified needs of the Parish.  Louise’s 

appointment was warmly celebrated and thankfully we were able to do this in June as the 

alternative was to delay until August and given COVID’s return the induction may have still been 

pending! 

The final changes to our staffing occurred in August with Conor leaving his role as Youth Pastor to 

take up a full-time opportunity working for Lifewise.  Conor’s tenure had provided valuable stability 

for our youth reflected in the committed group that meet regularly on Fridays and Sundays.  With 

Conor’s departure we welcomed Nic Mercer into the role of youth leader while Isobell Tregoweth 

extended her duties to include leading the young adults group. 

In amongst all the staff changes, the one constant was our invaluable parish administrator, Anne 

Godman.  Anne has provided the much-needed glue behind the scenes ensuring everything happens 

as and when required.  It has been an especially busy year for Anne who, together with Isobell, spent 

significant hours compiling the Parish Profile and, in more recent times, has been providing Louise 

with considerable support in pulling together our on-line services. 



Our sincerest gratitude to all our staff for everything you do on our behalf.   

Vestry 

Vestry has operated very effectively over the last year benefitting from an experienced Vestry team 

that was joined by Desre Simpson following last year’s AGM.  There is a good spread of experience, 

expertise, and perspectives that is brought together for the benefit of our Parish.  Our thanks to 

Vestry as a whole for the hours you have committed and the way in which you have prioritised 

Church matters to enable us to make considered decisions in a timely manner whether at our 

monthly meetings or via email, as required. 

A particular focus for Vestry this year has been progressing plans for our buildings to ensure these 

assets continue to support our needs for many years to come.  This planning has gained momentum 

following Louise’s appointment and our thanks goes to Andrew Maclean for the significant 

leadership you are providing in this area.  While there are many people assisting with this process, it 

is you that is providing the consistent drive and ensuring we maintain the all-important momentum 

in progressing such a large and significant project. 

With Covid continuing to impact our financial resources, special thanks are due to Kumar Mather 

and Russell Florence for the close attention you pay to our financial position and the regular clear 

reporting you provide to Vestry.  We are very fortunate to have negotiated this Covid period without 

yet needing to draw upon our financial reserves.  This is due in no small part to Parishioners 

increasingly shifting to giving via direct credit, which means there has been only a slight reduction in 

giving despite not meeting in person for significant periods of time. 

Andrew Maclean is stepping down from Vestry this year having served six years as Synod 

representative and Nic Mercer is also stepping down after four years’ service, given he is now a 

member of staff.  Thank you both for your very significant contributions, it is greatly appreciated! 

Andrew, we are grateful that you are willing to continue to lead the building project. 

James Parkinson is not seeking re-election as People’s Warden after three years in the role.  The 

opportunity to serve in this way has been appreciated and certainly provided an even greater insight 

into the myriad of ways in which people contribute to our Church life. 

Finally, we wish to acknowledge the tireless efforts of so many volunteers that contribute to St 

Aidan’s, whether it be as part of regular activities or more specific projects.  Your dedication makes 

so much possible.  There are simply too many to mention by name and normally your efforts would 

be acknowledged over drinks and nibbles in December.  Unfortunately, that may not be possible this 

year. 

We look forward to 2022 with much anticipation. May God bless each and every one of you. 
 
   

Juli Mercer, Vicar’s Warden    James Parkinson, People’s Warden 


